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There were over 150 art schools in this country in the mid-1960s. Most of them are now
closed or absorbed into other institutions and the buildings repurposed, remodelled or
demolished. What did it mean to have an art school in every town and what can we learn
by discovering their fate? John Beck and Matthew Cornford are hunting down all of
England’s art schools and photographing the sites as they are today. Sometimes the
original building remains, sometimes car parks, supermarkets or building sites have taken
their place.

At this talk Matthew Cornford presented their work in progress and discussed ambitions to
complete a survey of all the former art schools in South West, England.

BIOGRAPHIES: John Beck is a writer and academic based in the School of Humanities at the
University of Westminster. Matthew Cornford is an artist and leads the BA (Hons) Fine Art
Critical Practice course at the University of Brighton.
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